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Marketplace Keeps Insured Rate High
A record 5.8 million people have enrolled in health coverage through NY State
of Health, the State’s official health plan Marketplace. This has helped keep the
State's insured rate at around 95%

The Department of Health announced enrollment through the health exchange
increased by nearly 885,000 people since the end of the 2020 Open
Enrollment Period in February of last year. This increase includes a
concentration of people enrolling in Medicaid and the Essential Plan, which is
primarily associated with individuals who may have experienced reduced
earnings or job loss as a result of COVID-19.

Supporters of the New York Health Act claim the pandemic caused a big
increase in the number of uninsured. However, Governor Cuomo is his Budget
Address earlier this year stated that the State’s insured rate has remained
stable at 95% despite the pandemic. As we have seen, this is due to the safety
nets in place under the current public-private system.

National Polling on Public Option
The Public Option may become the dominating topic when it comes to health
care proposals. The concept is garnering more support among voters and
lawmakers on both the state and the federal level - and from both sides of the
aisle.

About seven in 10 voters favor a Public Option, according to the latest national

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HDMCe8ssIWiEDmkem1ZWXC6QKBwzzxPPLjrNOmm7-7eXfcdh_E1M9HDWrcF_Bve-0bO38LQdfXM71ACNyb57p9zab6MlST9oaptyAZv8gNDYm6JTwVQe5dTbommUEZhh2A4l5t7-FasObZT_V1O7Blw9YFoeo-6JwkFRRjKr_UqpEfz-K1aXOx5GBMC3314gbQy-RObldypeszqcYNyLkHCYuL9KVhAj&c=gQzVBhHFL7iFSRpl9y4sfIDakslJo6sdyuelXTGt29g-_AfAsOGYGg==&ch=QoEe6dFjGOtsB9pgg89vB_sqvm3zffMay1DP_HSBfhGjMinnx8TBdg==
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OnkPPTwpYQXneKkGpqF-c68_N8GxSyxJ&usp=sharing


polling from Morning Consult and Politico.

Overall, 68 percent of voters say they support a public option, up from 63
percent in February 2020, while 18 percent oppose it. Support from both
Democrats and Republicans has increased in the past year.

Support for Medicare for All has stayed the same since the start of the
pandemic, with 55 percent of voters saying they favor the proposal.

Importantly, the pollster noted that support could shift for either proposal once
people learn more about the plans. We have seen in past polls that most
people have very limited knowledge of what Single Payer or a Public Option
would actually mean.

The Public Option proposal in Congress is the "Medicare-X Choice Act." It
would phase in a public health insurance option in areas with a shortage of
plans on the individual market exchanges before becoming available
nationwide by 2025.

President Biden has said he wants to build on the Affordable Care Act by
adding a Public Option that is similar to Medicare.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi last week reiterated support for a public option
while commemorating the 11th anniversary of the Affordable Care Act.

A Look at Other States
Connecticut and Colorado are two states that are currently debating Public
Option plans in their respective legislatures.

https://morningconsult.com/2021/03/24/medicare-for-all-public-option-polling/
https://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/speaker-pelosi-issues-remarks-on-11th-anniversary-of-affordable-care-act


Connecticut

As we mentioned in a previous newsletter, the "Connecticut Option" would
create a new state government-run health insurance plan that is available for
purchase by residents and small businesses and is subsidized by taxes.
Connecticut State Comptroller Kevin Lembo, a key supporter of the bill, said he
views the plan as “transitional” toward a single payer system.

A few days ago, Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont was asked where he
stands on the Public Option and he remains non-committal:

“I’m pretty reluctant to have taxpayers underwrite any of the risk here,” Lamont
said. “And what I’m really trying to focus on is the underlying cost of health
care.”

Colorado

Colorado lawmakers have a Public Option proposal that would be introduced in
two phases.

In Phase 1, the state commissioner of insurance would create a standard
design for a health insurance plan. Health insurance companies would be
encouraged to offer the standardized plan in every ZIP code where they offer
plans in the individual and small-group markets. In the 2023 plan year,
insurance companies will be told to set a goal of offering the standardized plan
at a price at least 10% less than the premium rate they offered on the
individual market in 2021. By the 2024 plan year, that reduction must jump to
20% less than 2021 prices.

If the health care industry can’t meet the 20% reduction goal, then the bill
would move into Phase 2. 

Phase 2 would introduce a government-run nonprofit called the Colorado
Option Authority. That nonprofit would then offer its own insurance plan called
the Colorado Health Insurance Option. This plan would be at least 20%
cheaper in each county than the average premium rates offered by private
insurers. It would be set up similar to Medicaid.

Connecticut and Colorado plans, and similar proposals in other states, would
rely on huge tax increases on residents, a staggering amount of federal
funding, or both. They would all be unsustainable for private health coverage
and would eventually lead to one option: Single Payer.

New York Health Act Tracker



S.5474/A.6058
Nothing new to report this week.

Legislators and the Governor are still focused on the State Budget. We don't
anticipate any action on the New York Health Act until post-budget. It's due by
April 1.

After the budget, we expect attention surrounding the bill to ramp up. We are
preparing to launch an aggressive advocacy campaign, given that both houses
now have enough sponsors on the bill to comprise the majority needed for
passage. Look for more information in the coming weeks. 

Ways to Get Involved
Reporters have been admitting that they are focused on covering the
Governor's scandals and big ticket items like marijuana. So getting coverage
for anything is more difficult right now. But that is where formats like Op-Eds
are most beneficial. If you are interested in submitting an opinion piece, we can
help with the language or getting it placed with a publication.

Other ways to stay involved:
Issue a memo in opposition to the NYHA
Issue a press release on the NYHA
Be active on social media #NoNYHealthAct

Growing the Coalition
Help us expand our membership in 2021! The coalition is currently 90

members strong. We would like to get to 100 this session.

If you know an organization that also supports allowing a variety of healthcare
coverage options rather than forcing all New Yorkers to use a single

government-run health insurance program, direct them to the 'Join' section on
our website. We are also happy to speak to potential members or provide you

with customized materials you can use to recruit potential allies.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RoYiAHjUJZpVfDnMylcPHX5_MK3JIEuuduJ-nNcCTPEGwgvsRx1hWMN6tXX-k4AHPh3z3_ITy6tARKWItdKPFyxtxMUTgKWZ8zOkMWLXaSdcvnVTu_MGscEf_8lfchCgqYw4V8aRWr073AvRvTqP-2uGXFTeXWxIPgFd5-L7tYuHSoEE7GqUo3Vf80kDvkPa&c=B4BM1z_OuOp9Wakwx7fBNlXvz6Z8rWSZzkg2kjrKO0upZvZdLD_j0A==&ch=_nx_qIaC5gEplmWJJ38gmYtWbwEpBFgZ47HEaALCqEV4ZtO8jtLCYg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RoYiAHjUJZpVfDnMylcPHX5_MK3JIEuuduJ-nNcCTPEGwgvsRx1hWMN6tXX-k4AHwFsyCYeWqGsfWpMoh2YRdChpdmNOzctLYTtGkdYph3bxPZd-RFsJWc6VwVmmXjMMsuLKYwf761d8639EiiHIryYH5LdKdkkptF0Ka4gxG6g_2u29tJU0PG2UOcB5Kry_&c=B4BM1z_OuOp9Wakwx7fBNlXvz6Z8rWSZzkg2kjrKO0upZvZdLD_j0A==&ch=_nx_qIaC5gEplmWJJ38gmYtWbwEpBFgZ47HEaALCqEV4ZtO8jtLCYg==
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Realities Resources

Useful Links and Information

New York State 2021 Legislative Session Calendar

New York Health Act: Cost vs Tax Increase

What is ERISA? Does it impact the New York Health Act?

Frequently Asked Questions about the New York Health Act

Myths and Facts about the New York Health Act

Single Payer PowerPoint Presentation

Sample Opposition Memo

RAND Study on Single Payer

We are happy to bring back The Real Deal, our weekly newsletter prepared by
the Realities of Single Payer campaign. It is intended to keep coalition

https://realitiesofsinglepayer.com/
https://www.facebook.com/realitiesofsinglepayer/
https://twitter.com/SinglePayFacts
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/docs/2021_sessioncalendar.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b8187967701/aaff1071-ce53-491f-aee9-b862f04cd85f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b8187967701/d7fac001-4847-4f75-8bfe-ac5c03717237.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b8187967701/616f2b94-0bfa-4d44-adf9-64e4fa2b2b73.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b8187967701/36e033a1-b472-45ee-9a9c-36321aa055c1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b8187967701/a716f418-28ef-4f0b-9fef-b56781dfb294.pptx
https://realitiesofsinglepayer.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Sample-Opposition-Memo-2019.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2424.html


members informed about single payer, the New York Health Act, and related
health care news and legislative developments in the state.
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